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DETAILED ACTION 

Claims 20-33 have been cancelled. The active claims are 1-19. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1 -1 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over 
Hardy (USP6,088,488) in view of Grimes (USP 6,668,058). 

It is well known that a router and a sorter both are for branching a received 
message to one of the destinations in accordance with a criteria but different in that the 
criteria for a router is an IP address in the header whereas the criteria for a sorter is a 
condition expressed in context in the header. 

See at least Figure 1 1 and the description thereof in the specification of Hardy. 
Hardy teaches a router 53 implemented by a sorter 52. 

See the description in column 3, lines 8-13 in Grimes. Grimes teaches that router 
30 sorts, based on that header information, with router output to a selected carrier from 
those designated "A" through "J" in Figure 2. 
Hardy teaches: 

Claim 1 

A method for using a router as a context-sensitive processing array (see the 
paragraphs above) wherein a header of a data packet is encoded with information 
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descriptive of data (criteria expressed in context for sorting) contained in a payload of 
the data packet and the data packet is encapsulated (packet is inherently encapsulated 
in network communication) into another packet for transport across a network to an 
ingress point of the context-sensitive processing array, the method comprising: 

un-encapsulating (inherent in network communication) the data packet and 
placing the data packet onto a broadcast medium (input of the sorter) such that one or 
more routers can receive the data packet substantially simultaneously (such that 
packets are sorted to a plurality of categories or branched to a plurality of destinations); 

programming (inherent in sorting, inputting criteria or IP addresses to the sorter 
so that incoming packets can be compared and sorted in accordance with the criteria or 
IP addresses) at least one router to select data packets from the broadcast medium 
based on selection criteria that correspond to the encoded information in the packet 
header and; 

selecting the encoded packets based on encoded information in the header, to 
organize the encoded information into a predetermined hierarchy of information based 
on the selection criteria, the resulting organization corresponding to one or more of the 
following: taxonomic classification, geographic location information, identity of the 
source of origin of a goods in commerce, type of goods or service offered in commerce, 
and brand name for a goods or services offered in commerce. 

The only difference is that Hardy does not state explicitly that the criteria are 
programmed in the header. Grimes teaches that router 30 sorts, based on that header 
information, with router output to a selected carrier from those designated "A" through 
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"J" in Figure 2. From the teaching of Grimes, it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to program the criteria in the packet header such that, dependent 
on the types of criteria, the selecting of the encoded packets based on encoded 
information in the header would result in organizing the encoded information into a 
predetermined hierarchy of information based on the selection criteria, the resulting 
organization corresponding to one or more of the following: taxonomic classification, 
geographic location information, identity of the source of origin of a goods in commerce, 
type of goods or service offered in commerce, and brand name for a goods or services 
offered in commerce as recited. 

Claims 2-19 

The claims consist of non-functional descriptive materials which have no 
functional effect on the method steps. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to DAVID Y. ENG whose telephone number is 571-272-3984. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F from 8AM to 3PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, SALEH NAJJAR, can be reached on 571-272-4006. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
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applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 

system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 

PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

/DAVID Y. ENG/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2155 



